ST. ANDREW'’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, September 8, 2024
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30am Holy Communion Worship Service

3900 Freemansburg Ave., Easton PA 18045
(610) 252-2258



Zoom link for Live Broadcast:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677651018?pwd=d1NSZ2V4ANTVtMnFJaGpOMm5GdTZrQT09

By phone: +1 646-558-8656 (New York) or +1-312-626-6799 (Chicago) TOLL CHARGES MAY APPLY.
Meeting ID: 826 7765 1018

Passcode: 454700

Please be aware that our Worship Services are live streamed and recorded. They are recorded by the
camera on the back wall of the Worship Space. This is necessary so that we can provide the Zoom
experience, and a recorded worship that can be accessed via our website.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Worship Leader: Pastor Thomas Neel

Organist: Mark Jonkman

Audio-Video Production: Warren Rute

Lector: Stefanie Stoudt

Usher: Ed Schaeffer

Nursery Care Givers: Linda Baskwell and David Abel
Greeter: Victor Machado

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have harmed our

neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire
to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering
last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us
to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of I Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven.

C Amen.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises
to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

C Amen.
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Please be seated.

FIRST READING

L A reading from Isaiah, Chapter 35.

‘Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” “Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; ‘then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

L A reading from James, Chapter 2.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? ?For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person
in dirty clothes also comes in, *and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have
a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” “have you
not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? °‘But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent
name that was invoked over you?

*You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
“For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. "'For the
one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not
commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. ’So speak and so act
as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. *For judgment will be without mercy to anyone
who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? “If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, *and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? "So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

P ¥For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; °to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. ®The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents. YIn the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. ®But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid
his master's money. °After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. 2°Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents,
saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.' 2!His master
said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 22And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more
talents.' 22His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 2Then the
one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, | knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; ?>so | was afraid,
and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 2°But his master replied,
'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did
not scatter? 2’Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would
have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with
the ten talents. 2°For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but
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from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 3°As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'’S TIME

SKIT/MEDITATION
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Just As | Am, without One Plea Hymnal #592

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s
good creation, and all who are in need. A brief silence.

A Awaken in our communities of faith a spirit of radical hospitality. Encourage our churches to
celebrate and embrace people of diverse backgrounds, experiences, and abilities. Deepen our
commitment to ecumenical and interreligious partnerships. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A Bring forth water to nourish plants and animals in places suffering from drought. Renew our
commitments to protect rivers, lakes, and streams, and make us good stewards of water in our homes
and communities. Preserve wetland habitats and the creatures that make their homes there. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

A Inspire leaders of cities, nations, and tribes to lead with wisdom and humility. Bring peace among
peoples in conflict and strengthen global commitments to nonviolent solutions. Guide all who seek
refuge from war to a safe haven. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A Comfort all who live with illness especially ( , and) those we now name silently in our
hearts. Surround them in your tender embrace and sustain all who provide ongoing care and support.
Bring hope and healing to people struggling with addiction and nourish the spirits of all who are in
recovery. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



A Nurture in all people the gift of your creating Spirit. Inspire artists and musicians, woodworkers
and quilters, poets and dancers. Revive those whose artistic wells have run dry and enliven all who
doubt their creative talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A We give you thanks for all who have died and now find their rest in you especially ( ,
and) those we now name silently in our hearts. May their faithful witness guide us in our daily life with
you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A Mighty God, protect and bless all civil servants, local government officials, and members of the
armed services who work for our safety and security, especially MSgt Courtney, Lt. Matthew, Airman
Levi, Staff Sgt. Kyle, PV Anthony, Captain Vince, Lt. Elizabeth, Major Derek, Major Kristina, Sgt.
Rhiannon, Corporal Mark, and Seaman Recruit Joseph. Help us to be thoughtful citizens and good
neighbors in our community. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A Peaceful God, we plead for an end to violence in Ukraine and Gaza. Comfort those who have lost
or are separated from their loved ones. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A We pray for Hope Lutheran Church of Tatamy and the Rev. Herbert Dolich. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

Please stand as you are able.



OFFERING SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with

our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be
satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your
people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for
the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again
to share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen
us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through
him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.

C Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is our God.
Please prepare for the reception of Communion.

Please be seated.
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Hymn during distribution:
Peace Hymnal #460
Now We Join in Celebration Hymnal #462
Amazing Grace Hymnal #779

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Holy Communion will be celebrated at the base of the steps this day or at your seats. All are welcome
to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available for those who want them.

Please stand as you are able. When all have received Communion:

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep
and unite us, now and forever.

C Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
C Amen.

SENDING SONG I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me Hymnal #860
DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Follow Jesus

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Music credits, copyrights, and licensing...

ELW 592, Just As | Am - In the Public Domain. Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871. Music: William B. Bradbury,
1816-1868. Tune Name: Woodworth.

ELW 860, I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me - In the Public Domain. Text: African American spiritual Music: African
American spiritual Tune Name: Jesus Lifted Me.

Communion Hymns:

ELW 460, Now the Silence, Now the Peace - ccli #218750 1969 Hope Publishing Company Copyright License
11206629 Size B / Streaming License 20854361 Size B.

ELW 462, Now We Join in Celebration - ##03952 "Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in
this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-710141. All rights reserved.”

ELW 779, Amazing Grace - Public Domain Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5. Music:
W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt. Tune: New Britain.

BIRTHDAYS... Quinn Barilone, Taitum Frantz, Elizabeth Gimbar, Benjamin Matase, Andrew Miller, Erik
Oakley, Robert Pettit, Ron Roth, Jean Sales, Alana Schneck, and Julie Sickels.

Immediate Prayers: Ashley, Laura Azzalina, Carl, Lisa Detweiler, Betty Detweiler, Guy Ehler, Gary, Gerry,
Daniel Gilbert, Kamilah, Keith, Diane Laustsen, Rebecca and Mike Lepkowski, Phil, Mary Saville, and
Melissa Sprunger.

*As of September 3, 2024.

Members Homebound/Nursing Home: Margaret Bennett, Shirley Curto, Lisa Detweiler, Carl Fisher,
Theresa Lawhead, Shirley Messenlehner, Irene Neel, Doris Neumeyer, Jim Slater, and Doris
Wanamaker.
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Long Term Prayers: Jessica Arnoldi, Elaine Bobeck, Rodney Burda, Charlie, John Clay, Crystal DiLonardo,
Michael DiLonardo, Debbie DiLonardo, Carol Ehler, Niklas Enblom, Maj-Britt Enblom, Pam Garity, Lori
Gilbert, David Jackson, Ingvar Kjellberg, Laura Lee Laustsen, David Laustsen, Paul Laustsen, Barbara
Lindner, Ethel Shive, Jim Slater, Melissa Steckel, John Velekei, and Doug VonNessen.

Service Members: MSgt Courtney Baskwell, Lt. Matthew Baskwell, Airman Levi Birchfield, Staff Sgt.
Kyle Callantine, PV Anthony Duginski, Captain Vince Franchino, Lt. Elizabeth Gordon, Major Derek
Hartman, Major Kristina Himmelreich, Sgt. Rhiannon Perry, Corporal Mark Pollard, and Seaman Recruit
Joseph Suhr.

THIS WEEK AT ST. ANDREW’S

Sunday, September 8 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30pm *Holy Communion Worship Service
Monday, September 9 7:00pm Congregation Council via Zoom
7:00pm Parent Partnership Support Group
Tuesday, September 10 7:00pm Easton Musical Arts Rehearsal
7:00pm Property Committee via Zoom
Wednesday, September 11 10:00am St. Andrew’s Women
7:00pm Bible Study via Zoom
Thursday, September 12 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday, September 13 7:30 Crossroads AA
Sunday, September 15 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30pm *Holy Communion Worship Service
10:30am Fire Alarm Testing (after worship)
*This service is live broadcast and recorded.

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
Altar Guild: Linda Trigiani
Offering Counters: Nina Kramer and April Shaheen
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