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Reminder—
Summer Worship
Services will start
at 9am beginning
June 12th.

ST. ANDREW’S CROSS

is published twelve times a year by:

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
3900 Freemansburg Avenue
Easton, PA 18045
610.252.2258 (office)
610.252.4950 (fax)
www.standrewspalmer.org
standrews@rcn.com

SAW will once again present the annual Spring Ladies’
Tea on Saturday, May 7th at 2pm. Ladies will enjoy
a lovely afternoon of tea, finger foods, and wonderful
conversation. All proceeds of the event will benefit
Ukraine. Please note that this event is now SOLD OUT.

Spring Clean-Up Day will be Saturday, May 14th,
beginning at 9am. (Rain date is May 15th beginning at
1pm.) Come for an hour or stay all day— any help you
can give is greatly appreciated! High school students can
even use any time given toward their required community service hours. Bring your rakes, shovels, gloves, trimmers, and smiles. Helping the church is sure to put a
SPRING in your step!

Confirmation will be May 29th. Join us as we
celebrate three of our young people who have attended
classes for two years and will be confirmed as members
of the church.

SAW Rummage Sale: The annual SAW Rummage
Sale will take place this year on Friday, June 3rd and Saturday, June 4th. In preparation for the sale, donations
can be dropped off at the church beginning Sunday, May
29th, immediately following worship. See page 7 for
additional information about donations and helping out
with the event.

Presenting to the Class of 2021: Church
members graduating from high school in 2021 will once
again be honored by St. Andrew’s Comforters on June
5th (Pentecost) at the 10:30 service and will be presented
with handmade comfort quilts. Please call the church
office to let us know if a member of your family will be
graduating high school this spring.

The Pictures Tell the Story
The pictures tell the story in the “Cross” this month, don’t they? We were forced to remove the steeple from
the roof of the worship space, this symbol of who we are, and what we stand for as a church, here in Palmer
Township. The Cross is a visible symbol of the Risen Christ who promises us the gift of grace and love. St.
Andrew’s, by proudly displaying the Cross on the roof of our worship space, boldly said that we are a place
of grace and love. That symbol is now removed, and it is very sad to see it go.
But with that said we can understand that in the end the Cross had to be removed, as the structure that it
sat on was the source of the leaks in the worship space that would not go away. One week a puddle on the
tarp over the organ, the next week on the floor in front of the pulpit. No matter how much the roofer did to
reseal and reseal and reseal, every time we had wind the entire structure would shift just a bit, and just a bit
is all water needs.

We needed to stop the leak so we could protect our place of worship, our place that we come together to give
praise to a God that blesses us with that grace and love. So, sad or not, we can all understand that we just
had to do what we had to do.
Of course, as part of the removal process, we will preserve the Cross from the top of the steeple and will
check the building for mold. But, in the end, we will be steeple-less. And that raises the question - where
will we put our visible symbol of grace and love? That is a good question, and one that we don’t want to get
lost in the shuffle. So… we are looking for a group of dreamers. People to look at St. Andrew’s and dream
about how we can place our symbol on our property in a visible way that allows people to know who we are.
Please talk to the Pastor if you have any interest in dreaming. We are not talking about budget numbers just
yet… dreams. Please, join me to dream, and remember that there are no limits to dreams.

- Pastor Neel

DREAMERS WANTED
Contact Pastor Neel or the church
office to join the team who will present
ideas for repurposing the steeple cross.
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Music Notes

United Fellowship
Lutheran Church

By Mark Jonkman, Director of Music

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR
As I have stated in the past, the power of
music is always surprising. I was about 14
years old when Jesus Christ Superstar first
arrived on the scene, and I still remember the
arguments against the show, as it was called
blasphemous by some Christians and many
said it didn't follow the gospels precisely.

Congratulations to the members of United
Fellowship Lutheran Church in Wilson Borough.
The merger is now complete of the former
Good Shepherd and St. Paul’s Southside
Churches. We send our best wishes as the
congregation embarks on a new beginning.

During the first ten years of my teaching
career, a fellow music teacher and I taught
about musicals as a part of a class for Ninth
Graders called ‘20th Century Music’. We
decided to add Jesus Christ Superstar to our
short list of musicals shown in class.

Sharing Our Faith
at Easton Heritage Day

I was very careful to make it clear that we
were watching Jesus Christ Superstar to
study the music, not the subject matter, and
that the class would not turn into a ‘Sunday
School’ class.
I was showered with questions dealing with
the subject matter of the film, and a tremendous interest in the subject of Christ became
evident. I could not discuss it in that class,
which was a very difficult thing to do. What I
did see were 14 year old kids showing a great
interest in a subject that they really hadn't
thought very much about before seeing the
show. This resulted in some becoming
strong members in Christian communities,
or even going into the ministry.

Faith Communities from the Easton area
are invited to celebrate our Heritage of Faith,
as part of Easton Heritage Day on Sunday,
July 10. As a part of the event, there will be a
Lutheran tent.
If you are interested in being a part of the
planning process and sharing your creativity,
contact Steve Moyer, St. John’s Lutheran
Representative to Chautauqua at the Forks
of the Delaware, at (610) 442-2264, or email
him at bbflat121@gmail.com.

The power of music. The power of Christ.
Incredible!
See for yourself! Chancel Choir rehearsals take
place Thursdays at 7pm in the worship space.
New members and visitors are always welcome.

Synod Assembly Delegates
June 10 & 11—Online

St. Andrew’s is looking for two delegates to
represent our congregation at this year’s
(virtual) online assembly.
Please contact the church
office or Pastor Neel if you
are interested in being a
delegate.

Redner’s Save-a-Tape Program
Just a reminder when shopping at Redner’s to
always use your Redner’s Rewards Card and
bring your receipts to St. Andrew’s. Last year,
receipts totaling nearly $79,000 were collected
by St. A’s, resulting in a $787.13 (1%) donation
from Redner’s to the church.
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CHURCH COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS from the
April 11th Council Meeting:

A check was received for $2,200.00, from a member of
the congregation, to cover the cost of the steeple and cross
removal.
Pastor Neel and April Shaheen met with the St Andrew’s
Nursery School Board regarding the resignation of Dori Roberts. The Board is meeting with an interested
applicant on April 25th.
Blair Miers continues to revamp the Mutual Ministry Committee. He is currently working on job descriptions and performance appraisals. In particular at this time, Church Building Sexton. An advertisement
will be placed in the May Cross for this position (see page five). Blair will interview applicants and present his recommendation at the May Council meeting.
Of the eight current Confirmands, three will be confirmed on Sunday, May 29.
The Property Team reports that the steeple and cross will be removed beginning April 18. In Hope
House, a minor plumbing repair has been done, and the thermostat will be replaced soon. Spring CleanUp is scheduled for May 14th.
Books have been received for our Little Free Library. A location for this has yet to be determined. It will
be built by the Confirmands and their parents.
Pads for the AED, located just off of the narthex in the church building, were found to be in poor condition. Two replacement sets will be ordered.
An audit of our 2021 books will take place on April 26, 2022.
A motion passed to have one church service at 9:00am from June 12, 2022 through September 4, 2022.
This follows our long standing summer tradition. A motion was also passed to resume the passing of the
offering plate as it was done pre-Covid.
General Fund Financial Position Summary
For the Month Ending March 31, 2022
March
Offerings
$20,780.33
Expenses
$17,529.34
Surplus (Shortage) 3,250.99

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL

2022 YTD
$45,773.83
$61,829.76
$(16,055.93)

Any member of the congregation can attend
Council meetings with full voice, but no vote.
Follow the Zoom link found on the calendar page of
our website. Council minutes are public record after
they have been reviewed by the Council for the
purpose of determining correctness. Copies can be
obtained from the church office.

*denotes Team Liaison

April Shaheen, President: 610-559-1038, adshaheen@rcn.com, *Resource Management
Blair Miers, Vice President: 610-442-5686, blairmiers@gmail.com, *Mutual Ministry
Nancy Konn, Secretary: 484-239-6842, nskonn4217@gmail.com
Teresa Diehl, Exec. Cmte: 610-248-2421, sntdiehl@rcn.com, *Community Care
Deborah Ealer: 610-330-0209, jd110803@rcn.com, *Finance
Sue Himmelreich: 610-258-2313, suebsn86@aol.com *Congregational Care
Pete Merluzzi: 908-763-1152, merluzzipete@yahoo.com, *Property
Kate Piorkowski: 484-553-7547, catherinepiorkowski@gmail.com, *Youth and Family
Laurie Roth: 610-252-7619, ronaldrroth@aol.com *Spiritual Gifts
Ed Schaeffer: 610-258-4280, 610vette63@gmail.com
Non-Council Officer: Jonathan Bleice, Treasurer: 610-462-9488, jonathan.bleice@gmail.com
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2022 Youth Mission Camp

Church Sexton Needed

Palmer Moravian Church
June 20 - June 24
Open to all rising 6th—12th Graders

St. Andrew’s has an opening for
the Sexton position for the church
building. At just 10-15 hours per week,
the budgeted pay is $10,059/year.

Participants will travel to local service
agencies to help in a hands-on way.
Registration deadline is June 5th. For more
information, contact Kathy Sofie at:
kathypalmermoravian@gmail.com.

Interested applicants should contact
Pastor Neel. This position must be
filled by the end of May.
Prompt response is requested.

Bear Creek Camp

Thank You Letters

Explore, celebrate & grow in
God’s creation!

Thank You Letters were recently received
from the ELCA, Lutheran Disaster Response,
for our gift of $225 to help with the Crisis in
Haiti, and for our gift of $570 to help aid
victims of tornadoes in the US.

Register now for summer
camp at bearcreakcamp.org.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to
these causes, whether through St. Andrew’s,
or by other means. Your prayers and financial contributions make a difference!

Faith Builders
The last Faith Builders classes
for the church year will take
place on May 22nd, and will
resume in September. Thank
you to Bonnie Leidy and
Stefanie Stoudt for dedicating
their time and energy to
nurture the faith of our youth.

I want to thank each and every one of you
for your prayers, cards, and meals during
my recent recovery from brain surgery.

Which month of the
year is the shortest?

I am a very lucky person to be surrounded
by such love and support, and count the St.
Andrew’s Family as one of my many, many
blessings.

May. It only has
three letters.

- Elizabeth Campbell
5

St. Andrew’s Comforters

St. Andrew’s Women (SAW)
The Strong. The Proud. The Backbone.

Wednesday, May 18th
10am-3pm
Church Social Room

Wednesday, May 11th
10:00am in the Church Social Room

S
A
W
Program: Carol Owen Henn,
Author of Oilskin Stories
Business: Finalize Rummage Sale details,
helper sign-ups, distribution of
flyers, posters, and yard signs.
Devotions: Gwen Krapf
Mission: Sylvia Gallop

SAC is a faithful group of ladies who meet on
the third Wednesday of the month to make
quilts for our high school graduates and many
others in the community. These quilts remind
the recipients that St. Andrews, but especially
Christ, will be here to comfort them through
their life journey.

SAW is open to all women— Members and
friends of St. Andrew’s are welcome to attend on
a come as you can basis.

Chairperson Mary Ann Gaumer wishes to thank
her mission sisters for their unending energy
and ideas. “They are a Godsend”, she says.

SAW provides support to the church,
community, and many other charitable organizations through a number of unique and widely
anticipated annual fundraising events.

For more information about St. Andrew’s
Comforters, contact Mary Ann at 610-258-2219.

SAW meets in the church building on the second
Wednesday each month.

Ushers and Altar Guild Team
Members are needed.
Contact the church office
or Pastor Neel for details.

Adult Bible Study meets Wednesday evenings
at 7:00pm on Zoom. The group is currently
exploring The Gospel of John.
New members are always welcome. Contact
the church office or Pastor Neel for additional
information.
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SAW Rummage Sale
June 3 & June 4

May
Birthdays

8:00 AM – 2:00 PM (both days)
Back by popular demand—
the Annual SAW Rummage Sale.
As you clean out your closets and
garages, set aside items to drop
off at the church the week before
the sale. Please be sure to label
all boxes to help with last minute
sorting.

5/01 John George
5/02 Daniel Matase, Karen Murnane, Sharon
Price, Grayce Raven
5/04 Brynlee Forik, Campbell Graney, Letitia
Hill, Erika Woodhull
5/06 Carson Bush, Kelsey Mowrey
5/07 Carl Fisher, Tyler Gonzalez
5/08 Elizabeth Altemose, Kelli Mowrey
5/09 Harry Ehrie, David Kolb
5/10 Joanne Pickel
5/11 John Hegedus, Samantha McMillin, James
Spadafora, Caelib Troxell
5/12 Tom Warrelmann
5/14 Kelsie Linden, Ed Schaeffer
5/15 Brittany Daiello, Les Finkbeiner, Louise
Kolb, Lucy Mainzer, Janet Ward
5/16 Audrey Bertsch, Sharon Hay, Shirley
Kerbaugh, Rachel Kinchen, Hunter Riggs
5/17 Guy Ehler, Tom Sadler
5/18 Josephine Hill, Audra King
5/19 Casey Diehl, Tyler Diehl, Ricky Frantz II,
Kathy Schaeffer
5/20 Jill Machado, Scott McGowan, Madison
Panto, Lillian Sensinger
5/21 Chelsea Masterson, Katherine Masterson,
Joel Westbrooks
5/22 Lori Bonser, Ethan Carlberg, Susan
Vernaar
5/23 Ryan Lombardo
5/25 Matthew Leidy, Jason VanDoren
5/26 Aiden Baumeister, Brenna Blanke, Tom
Mainzer, Paul Sickels
5/27 Jacque Wuchter
5/29 Cullen Combi
5/30 Carol Dalrymple, Joan Evans, Ann Hedden,
Wolfgang Tichy, Bill Webb

Donations will be accepted
Sunday, May 29th (beginning after
the 10:30am service) through
7:00pm Wednesday, June 1st.
Necklace not your style?
We are collecting jewelry now,
so go ahead and drop off your
donations at Hope House or
place them in the basket in the
Narthex. Early jewelry donations
allow us to price now, saving
precious time at the last minute.
Sorry, but some items are just too difficult to
dispose of after the sale. We are unable to accept
luggage, exercise equipment, office and computer
equipment, Christmas trees, large musical instruments, or televisions.
Many paws make
light work.
Help is needed May
29th, after the 10:30
service, and also
throughout the week,
for a variety of jobs.
Contact any SAW member or the office to volunteer.
Cold Soup Donations will
be accepted from 2-3pm at
the church on Thursday,
June 2nd and Friday the
3rd. The sale of soup is a
huge part of our fundraising, and we ask that soup is
only brought during those
hours.
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May Calendar
Sunday, May 1
8:30am
Holy Communion Service
Faith Builders
Live Streamed via Zoom
10:30am
Holy Communion Service

Tuesday, May 17
Election Day
SANS No School
Wednesday, May 18
10:00am
SA Comforters in Social Room
7:00pm
Bible Study via Zoom

Monday, May 2
7:00pm
Worship & Music Team via Zoom
Tuesday, May 3
7:00pm
Property Team via Zoom

Thursday, May 19
7:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, May 4
7:00pm
Bible Study via Zoom

Friday, May 20
7:30pm
Crossroads AA

Thursday, May 5
7:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, May 22
8:30am
Holy Communion Service
Faith Builders
Live Streamed via Zoom
10:30am
Holy Communion Service
Time TBD Supplemental Council Meeting

Saturday, May 7
2:00pm
SAW Spring Ladies’ Tea
Sunday, May 8
Mother’s Day
8:30am
Holy Communion Service
Faith Builders
Live Streamed via Zoom
10:30am
Holy Communion Service

Monday, May 23
SANS Graduation
Tuesday, May 24
SANS Graduation

Monday, May 9
7:00pm
Church Council Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday, May 25
7:00pm
Bible Study via Zoom

Wednesday, May 11
10:00am
SAW Meeting in Social Room
7:00pm
Bible Study via Zoom

Thursday, May 26
7:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm
Community Care via Zoom

Thursday, May 12
7:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Friday, May 27
7:30pm
Crossroads AA

Friday, May 13
7:30pm
Crossroads AA

Sunday, May 29
Confirmation
8:30am
Holy Communion Service
Live Streamed via Zoom
10:30am
Holy Communion Service

Saturday, May 14
9:00am
Spring Clean-Up
Sunday, May 15
8:30am
Holy Communion Service
Faith Builders
Live Streamed via Zoom
10:30am
Holy Communion Service
6:30pm
FINAL Confirmation Class

LOOKING AHEAD:
SAW Rummage Sale: June 3 & 4
The Festival of Pentecost is June 5th
9am Summer Services begin June 12th
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